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Michael Derrig knows a thing 
or two about curating a property. 
He’s been a landscape architect 
for over 25 years and has made 
the Hamptons, and the area’s 
changing seasons, his business. 
To create order out of the wild 
is his aspiration, but Derrig 
does more than this: He makes  
landscapes evolve. And why 
shouldn’t he? Hamptons residents  
are on the cutting edge of taste, 
and the last thing they want 
is stasis. With his design pro-
cess, Derrig, in fact, encourages  
client participation. It’s this  
respect for balance that makes 
him the rare and valuable  
commodity that he is.

When designing a landscape 
in the East End, what are the 
climate challenges you prepare 
for?
On the East End we experience 
lots of wind; and salt damage 
this past winter was brutal. There 
are some steps we take to protect 
our clients’ properties: We put 
plants in the right position on the 
property to protect them. Prun-
ing carefully is also important, 
to protect trees and shrubs from 
snow overload. Additionally, we 
winter-burlap-wrap trees and 
plants to protect them from wind 
and snow; you can’t let branches 
get leggy, and this protects them 
from breaking. Many properties 
we care for are on waterways or 
by the ocean, so these steps are 
essential. Obviously in summer, 
irrigation, root feeding and treat-
ment and keeping beds weed free 
are also important.

How do you create room for the 
evolution of a garden or land-
scape over time? Is it something 
that you can predict?
I’ve been a landscape architect 
for over 25 years. Planning is 
essential—it’s what we do—not 
only planning the space but also 
planning for plants to flower and 
bloom throughout the seasons. 
We review plans with each client 
and then show them photographs 
of the plants and trees we intend 
to use, so they’re familiar with 
each specimen and its behavior; 
this helps our clients imagine 
the way their property will evolve 
over time. In general we tend to 
use fewer plant varieties and more 
cohesive plant groupings, which 
can improve the overall aesthetic 
of a landscape. Who wants a high-
maintenance garden?

LAndscApe detAiLs 
Clockwise from top right: 

1. Private Residence
2. Jericho Residence
3. Highland Terrace
4. Michael Derrig
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Where did you develop your 
aesthetic for landscapes and 
your feel for the assimilation of 
sculpture and gardens?
I have many inspirations, includ-
ing [landscape architects] A.E. 
Bye and Dan Kiley. All garden 
design is sculptural in its nature—
we are always balancing scale  
and color and finding focal 
points. When we get to integrate  
a sculpture by Botero or Segal, 
it’s a privilege and keeps things  
interesting. We always add light-
ing so the art can be appreciated in 
the evening; this can create great 
drama, and from what I’m told, 
sparks interesting conversations.

Do clients ever come to you 
with eclectic visions or do the 
majority of your clients request 
geometric designs?

Of course some of our clients 
come to us with images they’ve 
seen in magazines, in books; 
or they bring pictures they’ve 
taken in Europe, and we encour-
age them to participate in the  
process. Others have seen our 
work or seen something written 
about us, and they want us to take 
the lead. Each client is different 
,and that’s part of what makes 
this process fun and keeps every-
one on our team engaged. 

What experience prior to the 
creation of Landscape Details 
gave you the confidence to have 
success in the Hamptons?
That’s an interesting question.  
I think one gets confidence  
from conviction, passion and  
experience. I’ve been incred-
ibly fortunate to work with  
clients who “come on board” and 
get as passionate as I am about 
their projects and properties.  
It’s hard not to have success  
in the Hamptons; people have 
great taste; they have expansive 
properties and they’re interested 
in making statements with beau-
tiful specimen trees. We actually 
just opened a tree farm so that 
our clients can have the highest-
quality trees that we’ve cared for, 
where they want them and when 
they want them.

What flora best represent the 
East End in your mind?
Of course, large trees, Beech trees, 
London Plane trees and Linden  
trees. We do a lot with crepe 
myrtles as well. We love working 
with boxwood because they’re  
evergreen and slow growing—
which facilitates planning. We 
also work with grasses because 
they provide a naturalistic accent  
that moves beautifully and  
provides a variety of textures. ✦

I’ve been a landscape architect for over 25 years. 
Planning is essential—it’s what we do—not only 
planning the space but also planning for plants to 
flower and bloom throughout the seasons. 
LAndscApe detAiLs  
Clockwise from top:

1. Wireless landscape
2. Highland landscape at night
3. Highland Terrace
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